The Barn owl Tyto alba is a model species for the study of predator-prey interactions. Many studies have been published on its diet using pellet analysis showing that small mammals form the bulk of the diet. It remains unclear under which circumstances other groups of vertebrates such as reptiles can become an important food source. Our aim in the present article is therefore to review the frequency that reptiles are captured by the Barn Owl in Europe. This is necessary to identify the extent to which reptiles are ecologically relevant to this owl. We expect that reptiles are more often captured in southern than northern regions and on islands compared to mainland where prey diversity is usually reduced compared to continents (Crowell 1962 , Grant 1998 ) but where reptiles are often abundant (see Pérez-Mellado et al. 2008 and references therein) .
The present review is based on an extensive collection of studies on the Barn Owl gathered for the last 20 years and looking for citations in all these papers. We visited several libraries, particularly the one located at the Swiss Ornithological Institute in Sempach (Switzerland), as well as searching for papers on the internet and contacting ornithologists who published papers in local journals that are otherwise difficult to obtain. We did not preferentially search some journals over others and we did not select studies based on any criterion such as sample size: all Barn Owl studies in Europe that we could find were used here. This method allowed us to collect 2927 papers on the Barn Owl of which 591 reported quantitative data on its diet in Europe (Table 1 ). The number of prey items identified in each study varied between 9 and 234,991 (median 1207) between 1860 and 2010 (median date 1977) . Among these 591 studies only 31 identified reptiles to the species level (Table 2 ). For the sake of comparison, we report the data by country and in Table 1 we indicate the number of reptilian species found in each country based on a 'Reptile Database' (Uetz et al. 2007) . Table 1 gives the number of studies performed on Barn Owl diet in Europe for which the authors reported whether or not reptiles had been found as prey. Out of 591 studies, 3,065,967 prey items were identified of which only 2402 (0.08%) were reptiles. In only 70 (11.8%) of the studies, researchers found at least one reptile in Barn Owl pellets. As predicted, reptiles were more often captured in countries located in southern regions of the European continent and on islands (Table 1) . This is further shown by the significant negative relationship between the percentage of reptiles in diet and latitude (generalized linear mixed models with binomial distribution; latitude: F 1,587 = 6763.2, P < 0.0001; island/ mainland: F 1,587 = 172.28, P < 0.0001). Thus, although reptiles are rarely captured, in some places they can become an important prey for Barn Owls. An anecdotal study in Spain reported up to 123 reptiles captured out of 708 prey items (17.4%) (Orti & Gonzales 2001) . A large proportion of reptiles in the diet is however relatively rare in Europe (Figure 1) .
According to the nocturnal habits of the Barn Owl, most captured reptiles are nocturnal (i.e. Gekkonidae, 77.1%). In contrast, the diurnal Lacertidae, Scincidae, Anguidae and Colubridae species are captured in much lower numbers probably at sundown, in the early morning or near human habitations where reptiles are attracted by light (Carretero et al. 2012) . Given that nocturnal reptiles are found only in southern parts of *Correspondence author. Email: Alexandre.Roulin@unil.ch Reptilian prey in the Barn Owl Reptilian prey in the Barn Owl 507
